
The motherland was language and speech



Bochnia – little homeland



Difficult beginnings

1817 - Pius Rieger, Bochnia priest 
established a secondary school, there 
were 25 students

1818-1822 - The school received full 
rights and consisted of 6 classes

1830-1846 - The students of the school 
took part in the November Uprising, 
Galician conspiracies and the events of 
1846.



Galicia



Bochnia in Galicia



Franz Joseph I in Bochnia



Time to thrive

1867 - Franz Joseph I established Polish as the 
language of schools in Poland.

1886 – the new school building for 179 students, among 
them:
Jan Czubek 
Priest Walenty Gadowski
Priest Jan Fija ekł  
Ludwik Stasiak  

1888-1908 - the rise in the number of students (614 in 
1908), mostly peasants's sons

1893 -  underground self-teaching at school 



Autonomy time 1867-1918



Galician Bochnia



Nobody gave us the chance - 1914 



Under foreign flags



From Bochnia to WWI



Independence time

1914-1920: Many of the school students fought 
together with Józef Pi sudski in Polish Legions, ł
and then in Polish – Bolshevik war in 1920.

1924: The school had 739 students and chose 
for its patron King Casimir the Great.

1933: first coeducational classes. 

1938:  the school was turned into the state 
secondary school



Twenty years of freedom



World War II

1939-1945: In September 1939 the school building was 
destroyed by German soldiers and turned into army 
barracks.

An attempt to re-open the school in October 1939 
failed. In November, headmaster Piotr Galas started 
underground teaching.

1944: underground education involved 64 teachers 
and 423 students, learning under the auspices of the 
secondary school. The students even took the matura 
exam (school-ending exam).



The most difficult time



World War II in Bochnia



World War II in Bochnia



They were among us



Poland after WWII 



Post-war years
1945: The school was officially re-opened. There were 

911 students.

1962: A commemorative plaque of  five teachers and 127 
students who died during WWII was unveiled in the 
school hall.

1979: The school got a new gym

1997: 180th anniversary of the school, reconstruction of 
the school flag of 1925.    

2004: The school joined the Socrates-Comenius-
Erasmus+ programme

2015-17: Celebrating the 200th anniversary of the school



Years of socialism



1989



Today



Current education system



   Here we are
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